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COUNTRY | South Vietnam . . ‘
pol | 1966 - Late 1969 . o

. SUBJECT American Prisoner Who Cooperated -
' ¥With the VYC in VC Quang Da Special
t Zon€ and Conditions in the VC ..
Military Region' 5 Prison Camp

ey

ACQ Vietnam, Saigon (12 July 1971) _ HELD NO, |

SOURCE |

.

LR
.

Summary. In about June 1968 learned
from a proselyting cadre.about an Amer named @ g .
Bobby who had been persuaded to cooperate with the Viet Cong . :
(VC) in the VC Quang Da Special Zone (QDSZ) prison camp at . - i
- Loc.Son Mountain, VC Loc Son Village, VC Dai Loc District, - .
N o VC Quang Da Province, Bobby helped VC propaganda cadres :
with their English, wrote propaganda pamphlets and conducted !
preliminary interrogations of newly-arrived Amexican -y .- E :
_|prisoners to try to convince them to support the VC cause, .
Bobby was trusted by the VC and allowed to move freely in . i
the nearby Montagnard villages. In late, 1968, due to Allied.: :
military operations in the area, the Loc Son prisSon camp .
as disbanded and Bobby and several other American prisoners .
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COUNTRY | Scuth Vietnam ‘ .
DO 1966 ~ Late 1969 . °

supsecT | American Prisoner Who Cooperated
With the VC in VC Quang Da Special
Zone and Conditions in the VC: -
Military Region 5 Prison Camp

.

ACQ Vietnam, Saigon (12 July 1971)  gap NoO,

SOURCE

L,

' Summary, In about June 1968 learned
from a proselyting cadre.sbout an An a risoneér named %
Bobby who had been persuaded to cooperateo with the Viet Cong
(VC) in the VC Quang Da Special Zone {QDSZ) prison camp at
Loc.Son Mountain, VC Loc Son Village, VC Dai Loc District,

VC Quang Da Province. Bobby helped VC propaganda cadres
with their English, wrote propaganda pamphlets and conducted

preliminary interrogations of pewly-arrived American v

prisoners to try to convince them to support the VC cause,
Bobby was trusted by the VC and allowed to move freely in .

the nearby Montagnard villages. In 1atg 1968, due to Allied.

military operations in the area, the Loé¢ Soh prison camp

Jvas disbanded and Bobby and several other_Amgrﬁéhn'pg{gbners,
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_ were moved to the VC Military,
B Septenmb 1969 : R
4 : had met Bobby in late P or
! camp 2 Pecame friends with him, Bobby was about 24 years old,
his parents were still living in the U.S. and he had two =
sisters and one brother. Bobby was well liked by the local
_ Montagnards, Near the end of 19€9 xreceived word that

Bobby had been admitted to the Peop Revolutionary Youth
Group and was to be transferred to North Vietnam {(NVN) because
of a chronic stomach ailment. @& Prold & b-that three
American prisoners had been captured in the QDSZ between 1966
and 1868 and one in late 1969, € »s2id the daily food
ration for the Americans at the camp wzs higher. than that of
high~level VC cadres, Important VC holidays were celebrated
by giving the prisoners additional food. Important American
holidays were also celebrated at the camp. End Summary.

1. During a meeting in about June 1968 of the Propaganda
Subsection at the offices of the VC QDSZ Military Proselyting
Section at Loc Son Mountain, VC Loc Son Village, VC Pai LoC 4
District, VC Quang Da Provi o 2 8
proselyting cadre, & . 7 'y
American prisoner he ha . explained tha¥ ”é’
he had attended an English course condu by the VC MR-5
Tyraining Section in early 1967 and, when the course was
completed, he had returned to the Proselyting Sectio
he met with an Ameri i er called "Bohby >

the prisonker mentioned in’
of 20 .April 1970 and iny 8 i
Trhe VC QDSZ includes Danang LIt, vernment of Vietnam
(GVN) Guang Nam Province less Que Son District and the southern
portion of Duc Duc District, ¥C Quang Da Province has same -
boundaries as the QDSZ less Danang City. VC MR-5 includes

GVN Quang Nam, Quang Tin, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen,

Khanh Foa, Kontum, Pleiku, Phu Bon an2 most of Darlac Province.
VC Dai Loc District includes the northern third of GVN Duc

Duc District.) ) ! . -

2, Bobby tol hat in about 1966 he had been driving
a jeep from Con Khe ] Dien Binh {(GVX Thanh Thuy) Village,
Dien Ban District, Quang Nam Province, south near the coast
and had lost his way. He went into VC Dien Binh Village to .
ask directions back to Con Khe and was captured by VC guerrillas
He was later taken to the QDSZ Proselyring Section where he
vas imprisoned at the Loc' Son Mountain prison camps., The
American said he was interrogated by Ho A n and (fnu) C h i n,
both former English professors in Danang, who succeeded in’
convincing him to cooperate with the VC, ' -

3, Bobhby said he helped VC propazanda cadres improve
their English, wrote, English language propaganda leaflets
designed to attract the attention of American soldiers, and
- conducted preliminary inteirrogations of rewly-arrived American
prisoners in an attempt to convince them to support the VC: -
cause., 12 also watched the reactions of the new prisoners’and
reported his thoughts about them to the VC cadres in chargel:
o s mmicsn camp. Bobby was completiely trusted by the VC and ’




sisters and one brother.

Montagnards., Near the end of 1%e5g xreceived word that
Bobby had been admitted to the People's Revolutionary Youth
Group and was to be transferred to North Vietnam (NVN) because
of a chronic stomach ailment. Ptold B-that three
American prisoners had been captured in the QDSZ between 1966
and 1968 and one in late 1969. MEe-2id the daily food
ratien for the Americans at the camp was higher. than that of
high-level VC cadres, Important VC holidays were celedbrated
by giving the prisoners additional food. Important American
holicays were also celebrated at the camp. End Summary.
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3. Bobby said he helped VC propaganda cadres improve
their English, wrote English language propaganda leaflets
designed to attract the attention of American soldiers, and

‘- conducted preliminary inteirogations of rewly-arrived American
prisoners in an attempt to convince them to support the VC: -
cause, 1o also watched the reactions of the new prisconers’ and
reported his thoughts ahout them to the VC cadres in chargel:
of the prison camp. Bobby was completely trusted by the VC and
was allowed to use an AK-47 rifle for hunting and to move -
freely.in the nearby Montagnard 'villages. . : STt
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4. Bobby remained at the Loc Son prison camp until
late 1968,when the camp was disbanded, end was moved to the VC MR-
prison camp with Ho An and Several other American prisoners,
(Bdeld Comment: ! did not know the location of this prison
camp.) The move WS made because the area was insecure due
to Allied and GVN military operations. At the time of the
move the VC released 25 GVN prisoners and cne Republic of
Korea Armed Forces corporal named Nam Xang U t, who had been
captured by the VC during the Tet 1968 attack on Hol An town,
After Bobby was moved to the VC MR-5 prison camp he shared
quarters with Ho An instead of 1living with the othexr Americans,

o arty Committee and -
congurrently chief of the Military Proselyting Section,
£ VC MR-5, was conducted by

Tﬁe

g8 the Proselyting Section,
et Bobby at about the end of

%538 when the
prj

. as about 24 years old, his parents werd-
still living in the U,S8. and he had. an older brother and
sister and a younger sister, ,

6. said that Bobby was free to go anywhere he
liked in area and he visited the Montagnard villages,
always returning.with food given him by the Montagnards., ~
Whenever the Montagnards gave him a great deal of food, he -
shared it with the American prisoners, | said Bobby was |
highly regarded by the Montagnards and they preferred deallng
with him rather than the high-level VC cadres in the area,.

the end of 1969, whilef was conducting the .
i course in a secluded area, he received a

@ VC MR~5 Proselyting Section whitch said .that
Bobby had been admitted a2s a member of the People's
Revolutionary Youth Group and was about to be transferred to
NVN becausé he had a chronie ,abdominal problem that needed
ireatment. (Eield Comment: 1 Y , b that a prisoner
like Bobby, once he had recovercd from h1 ailment, would not
be allowed to return to SVN, He said Hanoi would probably
send him through a political indoctrination coursé and; 1 o
Bobby insisted, he would be admitted as a member of the

Lao Dong Party )

8. = also told that three other American
prisoners had been captured in the QDSZ between 1266 and 1968,
He also said another prisoner,. a Marine sergeant from’ a forest
control post in Xuyen Hoa Village, Duy Xuyen District, had
been captured in late 1969, (RixeI¥ Comment:’ did not
give the names of any prisoners other than Bobby,

8, Whil eaking about Bobby's activities at the MR~3
prison camp, § also disclosed information about the living
ditions of the American prisoners at the detention camp,

5» said that until early 1970 a large number of Amerlcan
Teonera were held in VO MPoE Rt he A4A red bamnd Mot 0 4
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quarters with Ho An instead of living with the other Americans,
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6. % said that Bobby was free to go anywhere he
liked in area and he visited the Montagnard villages,
always returning,with food given him by the Montagnards,
Whenever the Montagnards gave him a great deal of food, he -
shared it with the American prisoners. % § said Bobby was _ _ .
highly regarded by the Montagnards and they preferred dedling __
with hin rather than the high~level VC cadres in the area,

Near the end of 1969, while @l was conducting the .
course In a secluded area, he received a

{ & VC MR-8 Proselyting Section which said .tha
Bobby had been admitted as a member of the People's '
Revolutionary Youth Group and was about to be transferred to
NVN becausé he had a chronic, minal problem that needed
ireatment, (Eield Comment: @& y told @8BS, that a prisoner
like Bobby, once he had recovered from 51s ailment, would not
be allowed to return to SVN, He said Hanoi would probably.
send him through a political indoctrination coursé -and)if ..
Bobby insisted, he would be admitted as a member of the
Lao Dong Party.)

8. % also told that three other American
prisoners had been captured in the QDSZ between 1966 and 1968.
He also said another prisoner, a Marine sergeant from'a forest
control post in Xuyen Hoa Village, Duy Xuyen District, had
been captured in late 1969, (&&eld Comnent: -
give the names of any prisoners cther than Bobby.

9. VWhile speaking about Bobby's activities at the MR-5
prison camp, R also disclosed information about the living
copditions of the American prisoners at the detention camp,

aid that until early 1970 a large number of American

isoners were held in VC MR-5 but he did not know Kow many *
or where they were detained. He said the daily food '¥ation -
* of an Amesrican was considerably higher than that of‘a high-level

VC cadre, Each American prisoner was allowed 800 grams of
rice per day, and their meals included canned fish and meat -
which hadgbeen t to SVN from Hanoi, A high-level ‘proselyting
cadre such asf L was allowed 500 grams of rice with'yam or
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'manioc added, plus VN$14 (US$Q.05 at the rate of exchange of
VN§275 to Us$l) for food gnd - VN$2 (about Us$0.01) for.
miccellanecus cxpenses, per day. The prisoners werse
'sccasionally given fresh meat obtained during hunting.

| expeditions. The VC encouraged the American prisoners to

grow vegetables and raise chickens and pigs to increase their _ .
food rations., Each prisoner was allowed to have five "Ruby"™ .
[ cigarettes per day, but the ration was occasionally increased.s®
i (Field Comment: Ruby cigarettes are considered the best quality’

| Vietnamese cigarettes.) A VC doctor tolc ‘that; most_ = -~ =&
! American prisoners siffered abdominal trou because they

{ yere used to eating meat_but were now eating rice, to which

' they were unaccustomed. Yam, corn and manioc were not added
" to the rice given the Americans. - Lot

10. Important VC holidays; such as National _Day on

" 2 Septemter, Commemoration Day {of the creation of the National

Front for the Liberation of South Vietnam) on 20 December,’

" Labor Day on 1 May and the Vietnamese new year were always’

. celebrated by giving the prisoners additional food. The VC

. intended to make the Americans remember these days for .
propaganda purposes jf they ever returned home. Important
American holidays such as Christmas and the 4th of July were
also celebrated by the VC in the, American prison camp. ©On

- the 4th of July Professor An gave a long speech stressing

* {ne American struggle against the British colonialists, :
particularly emphasizing the Bill of Rights, a document that

vC propagandists believed to be the earliest progressive
declaration in the world. The speech also attacked American

' Government policy in Vietnam 2as being against the will of the
" American people and contrary to the Bill of Rights. §
also said that, according to a VC study, most middle.and
lower-clzss American prisoners did not understand the war and’

were thus easily propagandized.

11. Field Dissem: . State USMACV USAID CORDS Dir/JUSPAO - -
(Mr. Nickel only) 7th. Air Force USARV NAYFORV 525th MI G
1021 FAS OSI CINCPAC PACFLT PACAF ARPAC '
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